MACATAWA AREA EXPRESS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


CONTACT: Sherri Betz

June 27, 2006




MAX marketing coordinator








(616) 928-2475








s.betz@cityofholland.com
MAX’S BEACH SHUTTLE MAKES BIG SPLASH

Macatawa Area Express’ Catch-A-WAVE beach shuttle has caught on this year, with 73 passengers riding the special route on its inaugural run Saturday, June 24.

“I think we got a lot of things right in planning the beach shuttle this year,” said Sherri Betz, MAX marketing coordinator.  “Promoting the shuttle as transportation both to and from Holland State Park, offering it on Saturdays, strong pre-promotion, and support from area hotels and conference centers are making it a huge success with riders.”  Betz adds that it doesn’t hurt that the shuttle is free this year. 

MAX’s kangaroo mascot, Maxine, made an appearance at the shuttle’s first stop on Saturday at the Civic Center and Farmer’s Marketplace, one of the busiest stops for Catch-A-WAVE boardings. The mascot gave away free promotional MAX glow-in-the-dark Frisbees to passengers who boarded the shuttle. Another popular spot for picking up passengers was at the Holland State Park overflow campground, where 47 people hopped aboard the shuttle to go into town.

“We had a lot of great comments on the beach shuttle, and some of the passengers took the route schedules with them to share with friends and coworkers,” said MAX Operations Manager Katie Driesenga.

The Catch-A-WAVE beach shuttle will run every Saturday now through Sept. 2 with the shuttle making four rounds trips daily from town to the beach. Persons can board at any designated stop or wave down the driver along the way. The final shuttle leaving the beach to return to town is 6 p.m.

The drop off point near the beach is Black Lake Ave. and Ottawa Beach Rd., where the Ottawa County Parks Department has just completed a new driveway and parking lot next to the Coast Guard Station. The walk into Holland State Park from that shuttle stop is less than 1/8 mile. 

For more information on the Catch-A-WAVE beach shuttle, visit www.catchamax.org. Groups of 12 or more that wish to ride the shuttle should call MAX at (616) 355-1010 to make advance arrangements so that the shuttle can accommodate their group.
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