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MAX Ridership Continues Upward Trend in December

Holland, Mich. (January 23, 2006) – Maybe it was the weather or perhaps a free ride coupon promotion,  but more area residents hopped aboard Macatawa Area Express’s (MAX) fixed routes last month, continuing a trend of double digit growth in ridership for the Holland area’s transit system.

December 2005 ridership on the fixed routes increased 26 percent for weekdays and 109 percent for Saturdays over December 2004, according to a report given at the MAX Transit Advisory Committee’s monthly meeting.  This represents a 16 percent increase over the same month a year ago.
Overall, MAX gave 193,033 rides in calendar year 2005, which is a 10 percent increase over the previous calendar year.  If this trend continues, MAX is likely to surpass the 200,000 ride mark in fiscal year 2006, a number that the transit system hasn’t experienced since giving free fixed route rides in 2001. 

Demand response also increased slightly for December, with a 4 percent increase on weekdays and a 73 percent increase on Saturdays. A total of 6,046 more demand response rides were provided in calendar year 2005 than the previous year, which represents a 6% increase. 
MAX began operating three fixed routes in January 2000 in addition to demand response service. MAX services residents in the City of Holland, Holland Township and the City of Zeeland. 
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