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Low Floor Model Replaces Bus Damaged by Fire 
(Holland, Mich.) Sept. 18 – Macatawa Area Express (MAX) is adding a new low floor bus to its fleet to replace an older model that  was damaged by an electrical fire at the 24th Street MAX garage on July 14.

After a competitive bid process, MAX accepted an offer from Holland Bus Company to purchase a BlueBird low floor model bus that is very similar to the low floor buses in the current fleet for $228,529.

The only difference between the new bus and the low floor models purchased last year is that the new bus has an additional rear deboarding door on the passenger side.  The bus was a demonstration model with only 28,000 miles, comes with a warranty, and has a useful life of 12 years. 
 
The purchase is being funded with $30,300 from insurance money, $100,000 in working capital, and $98,229 from MAX’s Bus Replacement Fund. 
MAX plans to spend about $3.6 million on 22 low floor buses over the next five years to eventually convert its fleet to the new models as older buses reach the end of their useful life. Low floor buses have become the standard in many public transit systems because they are quicker and easier to board for all passengers, provided added visibility and safety for drivers, and a smoother ride for passengers. 
The new bus is being readied for use and logo graphics are being applied. It is expected to be in service on the fixed routes by late September. 
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