[image: image1.jpg]Macatawa
Area Express




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     


CONTACT:  Sherri Betz
October 3, 2007             



MAX Marketing







(616) 928-2475 or 








Carlie Veldhoff, Customer Service







(616) 928-2494
Rolling Billboards Available to Area Advertisers by MAX

MAX enters into agreement with Crosstown Communications to offer
bus billboard advertising on 17 of the buses in the fleet
Holland, Mich. – For the first time in its 33 year history, the Macatawa Area Express (MAX) transit system will be leasing space on the sides of its buses for commercial advertising. 

The MAX Transportation Authority Board entered into a two-year agreement with Crosstown Communications, Inc. on October 1, 2007. The agreement allows the Marshall, Mich.-based firm to market, sell and manage MAX’s bus advertising program. Crosstown currently manages bus advertising programs for several transit systems in the region, including Grand Rapids, Battle Creek, Jackson, Bloomington, Traverse City and Benton Harbor. 

The leasing of ad space on the MAX buses could generate anywhere from $5,000 to $50,000 of revenue for the transit system, depending on the number of billboards sold.  Crosstown and MAX officials believe the lack of outdoor billboard space in the Holland area, the area wide coverage of the buses, and the low cost of bus ads will create demand for the advertising space.
MAX recently installed advertising frames on the sides of most of its buses and began using the ad space to promote the expanded fixed routes and the Catch-A-WAVE beach shuttle this past summer.  Now the ad space will be sold to commercial advertisers who want to promote their products or services throughout the community as “rolling billboards.” 

The advertising space available includes 14 “mini queen” street side billboards (22”H x 78”W), and “modified queen” street side billboards (30”H x 88”W) with 4 available on the street side and 3 on the curb side of the bus.  MAX also is making up to two of its buses available for full bus vinyl advertising “wraps”.  Bus ads cost as little as $540 per billboard or up to $10,000 per year for one full bus wrap.  
“MAX has over the years received a steady stream of inquires from companies and businesses wanting to lease advertising space on our buses,” said Sherri Betz, MAX marketing specialist. “Our agreement with Crosstown Communications provides turnkey services for managing our bus advertising program, including sales and marketing, billing and collection, and design and production.
The Macatawa Area Express began operating its expanded fixed route system on September 4, 2007. Its seven fixed routes cover all of the City of Holland and Holland Charter Township and operate Mondays through Saturdays. Additionally, MAX operates demand response service that covers a larger geographic area that includes the City of Zeeland, and portions of Zeeland Township and Allegan. 
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