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MAX Readies Depot Lot for New Transfer Center
Holland, Mich. (June 25) – One sure sign of Macatawa Area Express’ impending fixed route expansion is the renovation of the parking lots at the Padnos Transportation Center that begins this week.  


Renovation of the depot annex lot at the former Wendy’s building at 261 E. 8th St. begins tomorrow (Tuesday, June 26).  The lot will be closed for modifications, which include removal of old pavement, repaving, landscaping and improved lighting.  

For the next month, Amtrak and Indian Trails customers using the depot are being asked to park their vehicles in the former Pietro’s Restaurant parking lot one block west between 7th and 8th Streets. The lot, which is owned by River City Foods, contains 95 parking spaces. 

Renovation of the front lot of the depot will begin in early July.  The lot will be reconfigured and repaved to serve as a transfer center for MAX.  Fixed route buses will dwell there for 10 minutes before the top of each hour for ease in passenger transfers between the routes. Each route will have a 50 minute loop, with hourly headways for passengers.
In June, the City of Holland selected CL Construction of Holland as the contractor for the project. The project will cost $539,569. 
The expansion of MAX’s fixed route system is the result of four years of planning by government officials, community groups and residents. To familiarize residents with the new fixed routes, MAX will hold a series of nine “Xpress Training Workshops” during July and August. The free two hour workshops will teach passengers how to read the bus schedules and plan trips. The workshops include lecture, small group exercises and a bus tour. 
The launch of the expanded fixed route system will depend on how soon the depot renovation can be completed. The target date is August 20, although September 4 is an alternate date. 
For more information on the training workshops, persons can call 355-1010 or visit www.catchamax.org.
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